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Mount Aventine, (Grymes Ditch, Chapman's Landing,
Pomonkey)

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 94001328 Date Listed: 4/18/96
Mt. Aventine Charles MD
Property Name: County: State:

Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nomination documentation.

@w o, ,«M«y yadl A

Signatufé of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

The nomination form justifies adding National Register Criterion
A and settlement as an area of significance based upon the
property’s long association with the prominent Chapman family.
The form is officially amended to add Criterion A and settlement
as an area of significance.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking “‘x’* in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter *“N/A" for *’not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
- historic name MOUNT AVENTINE

other names/site number Gryme's Ditch, Chapman's Landing, Pomonkev

2. Location
street & number Chapman's Landing Road N/A not for publication
city, town Bryans Road | X | vicinity
state Maryland code MD county Charles code 017 zip code 20616
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[X] private [ buitding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ ] public-local district 4 8 _ buildings
[ public-State [[site 9 sites
[ public-Federal [ structure 1___ structures

[T object objects

13 9  Total

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register ___ 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
[X] nomination [_] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my_opinion, the property meets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [ ] see continuation sheet.
i /0-2 $-F35
d afure of certifying official STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Dmeets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. [:]See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[Jentered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.
[:]determined eligible for the National
Register. D See continuation sheet.
[ ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

[(CJremoved from the National Register.
[Jother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC/single dwelling

DOMESTIC/secondary structure

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/storage

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/animal facility

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC/single dwelling

DOMESTIC/secondary structure

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/storage

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/animal facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

GREEK REVIVAL

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation ___Brick

walls Brick
Stone

roof Slate

other Wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
DESCRIPTION SUMMARY:

Mount Aventine is a farm complex located along the Potomac River in western
Charles County. Maryland. The complex consists primarily of domestic and
agricultural resources. Prominent among the resources is the main house, a
second quarter nineteenth century Greek Revival-influenced brick house enlarged
about 1860 to its present five-bay, center-passage, two-and-a-half-story
appearance. Also on the property are a nineteenth century frame smokehouse, the
site of another nineteenth century house complex, late nineteenth/early twentieth
century agricultural buildings,a c¢.1900 house and dairy barn complex, historic

roadbeds, a family cemetery, and sites of a nineteenth century fishery and an
eighteenth century house. The main house sits on a knoll overlooking a
floodplain/pasture leading down to the river.

[X] see continuation sheet no. 1
for General Description
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8. Statement of Significance

Certitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Inationalty [ statewide locally

~ Applicable National Register Criteria [X]A []8 [XJc [Jo
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [J8 [Jc [o [Je OF e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture c,1760-1916

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY:

The existing Mt. Aventine house is one of Charles County’s most important
examples of local antebellum architecture, notable for the manner it evolved to
its present two-story, five-bay, central passage plan c.1860 from a side-passage,
double-parlor dwelling constructed about 1840. The building’s overall historic
architectural integrity and its locally unique stone wing considerably enhances
its architectural significance. So, too, does this building’s obviously
intentionally planned siting to provide a broad unobstructed vista of the Potomac
River, Chapman’s Landing and the Chapman’s Point fishery. It was this building’s
physical prominence from the river that undoubtedly led to the use of its former
cupola as a signal station by the federal government during the Civil War. Mt.
Aventine was one of a number of strategically located signal stations along both
shores of the lower Potomac that included Mt. Vernon and Hallowing Point.

The Chapmans were very active in Charles County political and agricultural
history. The Chapman family, owners of the Mt. Aventine tract from 1751 until
1916, maintained extensive landholdings and investments throughout Northern
Virginia, including scattered plantations and mills on the Occoquan, town lots
and houses in the port city of Alexandria, investment shares in the Ohio Company,
ironworks in both Maryland and Virginia and other profitable enterprises. Their
use of their Charles County estate was similarly diverse. Mt. Aventine was not
only a valued family-occupied plantation cultivated by a large labor force of
slaves, but was also the location of a ferry operation established in the latter
part of the eighteenth century and a commercial fishery in the nineteenth
century. The Chapmans’ ferry, which operated from at least the early 1780s
through the mid-nineteenth century, was one of several important crossings of the
Potomac river connecting Northern Virginia to Maryland. By the 1840s, the ferry
had been expanded to include a wharf servicing steamboats traveling between
Washington,Alexandria, Annapolis and Baltimore. The Chapman’s Point fishery was
one of several similar enterprises that existed along the county’s northwest and
west shoreline beginning as early as the 1740s. The Chapmans’ fishery was one
of the largest and most economically viable of these fisheries.

The period of significance, ¢.1760-1916, corresponds to the period of
occupation by the Chapman family, during which time the historic resources which
characterize the property came into being. The period begins with the probable

[X] see continuation sheet no. 13
for Historic Context and Maryland
Comprehensive Historic Preservation
Plan data
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9._Major Bibliographical References

Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties, Maryland Historical Trust, Crownsville, MD

Rambler Photograph Collection, Historical Society of Washington, Washington, D.C.

[J'see continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested l:] State historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register [[]other state agency
[T previously determined eligible by the National Register [ ]Federal agency
[ldesignated a National Historic Landmark []Local government
Drocorded by Historic American Buildings | University
Survey # [ ]other
Drecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property _approximately 185 acres

UTM References

Al1,8 |3]1,5(8,9,0] [4,2]7,6/9,6,0| B11,8] [3[1,6]2,4,0 [452]7:.6l0:4 0l
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
cl1,.8 [3]1,5/6,0,0} |4:2]7,5]5,8,0] 01,8 [3[1,419:3,0] 4:217:6l414:0)

[:]See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

See continuation sheet no. 52

Boundary Justification

[X] see continuation sheet no. 52

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitie J. Richard Rivoire
organization Consultant date _Jan. 1992 & July 15, 1992
street & number ___P.0. Box 132 telephone __(301) 932-1000

city or town LaPlatta state _Maryland  zip code 20646
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION:

Mt. Aventine is located on the northwest side of Chapman’s
Landing Road, approximately 1.8 miles southwest of Bryans Road.
Entered from Chapman’s Landing Road via a private gravel drive, the
property is surrounded by dense woods on its southeast, northeast
and southwest sides. The Potomac River forms the property’s entire
northwest boundary. Most of the cleared land, now used for
pasturing horses, is located between the existing historic house
and the Potomac River.

See Continuation Sheet No. 2
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CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES:

1. MAIN HOUSE, 2nd quarter nineteenth century, enlarged
c.1860, sited on the brow of a hill and built on an east-west axis,
Mt. Aventine is a two-story, common bond brick structure with lower
flanking wings. The main block’s principal facade, fronted by a
cedar lined approach drive, faces south while the building’s more
important viewshed is to the north. Both side elevations are five
bays wide. The centered entrance door of the south facade is
sheltered by a small, gable fronted porch that appears to have
mid-nineteenth century origins. On the north side of the house
there is a three-quarter porch with brick piers and a shed roof
featuring a central cross gable. This porch appears to represent
an enlargement of an original smaller porch matching that of the
south elevation and in its present form is probably contemporary
with Phase II in the building’s construction. Other exterior
features of the main block include cellar windows with
three-over-three pane sashes, three gable-fronted dormers on each
side of the roof, and a catwalk bridging the roof end to end. Two
flush gable chimney stacks stand at the west end of the roof and
are joined by a curtain wall that is an extension of the gable
masonry. At the east end there are two partially exposed chimneys
with tapered weatherings. The stacks are also joined by a brick
curtain at the line of the gable peak.

The interior room arrangement of the main block includes a
through central stair hall at the first floor level that is flanked
by a single large room with two fireplaces to the east and two
rooms with a triple-leafed door between to the west. This same
room arrangement is repeated at the second floor but with an
additional room at the forward end of the stair passage. There are
several finished attic chambers off a stair lobby above, as well as
a small stair giving access to the roof.

The first and second floor trim includes molded one-piece door
and window facings with corner blocks. In the two first floor west
rooms the angled window reveals are plastered while those of the
east room are paneled. The first floor east room was converted
from two parlors by removal of a partition wall at an unknown date
(probably early twentieth century). This end of the house is
believed to represent the second phase in the building’s

See Continuation Sheet No. 3



NPS Form 10-800-a OMB8 Approval No. 1024-0018
(-86)

CH-75
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet MOUNT AVENTINE

Charles County
Maryland

Sectionnumber 7 ___ Page —3

construction, a conclusion based on the location of the stair,
exterior masonry and structural evidence observable in the
building’s full cellar. The two Federal-style mantels, ceiling
cornice and ceiling medallions in the first floor east room are
twentieth century additions. The mantels in the two room opposite
the first floor hall and in the rooms above are of a heavy, late
Greek Revival style and may date from the building’s second phase.
The stair rises in four flights to the attic level and features
striped maple newels and balusters. The interior of this part of
the house was extensively renovated at wvarious times in the
twentieth century and included the provision of new spaces for
bathrooms, cabinets and closets. Nevertheless, most of the
original interior trim and wall placements remain preserved. An
1862 map of this section of the Potomac River notes that the house
was at that time crowned by a cupola.

Mt. Aventine’s off-set west wing is a one and one-half story
structure built of cut stone that possibly originated from
Virginia’s Aguia Creek quarries. Its two exposed elevations
include two evenly spaced windows in its north wall and a centered,
gable-roofed dormer directly above. At the west end there is an
exterior chimney similar in form to the two east chimneys of the
main block. The chimney has tapered weatherings and the stonework
terminates just below the gable peak, angling inward toward a brick
stack. To the right of the chimney is a first floor exterior door.
The presence of large quoins at the three exposed corners of the
structure suggest that it was constructed independent of the
masonry of the adjacent main block. Early in this century a brick
shed was added to the south wall of the wing, covering over a
former exterior door and window. The lower rooms of the wing, one
of which once featured a large fireplace, were renovated in this
century, although the basic original room arrangement and the
location of the corner stair appears to have been retained. What
appears to be original woodwork in a second floor chamber and the
stairwell, together with certain framing details, are all
consistent with a second quarter, nineteenth century period of
construction. According to an 1877 will , the stone wing was used
as a kitchen and housed as well a back stair and pantries.

At the east end of the main block stands a one-story, two-bay,
gable-roofed, brick garage. Neither the garage nor the brick shed

See Continuation Sheet No. 4
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addition to the kitchen wing appears in an undated photograph of
the house published in 1946 but both are depicted in a photograph
dated 1955.

The entire exterior of the house is painted white, a common
practice in this locality in the nineteenth century. The house
may have been painted at the time it was enlarged to camouflage
its alteration and/or to enhance its visibility from the river.

2. SMOKEHOUSE. This pyramid-roofed, timber-framed structure

. stands northwest of the stone wing and is typical of smokehouses
built in this locality in the late eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. The structure measures approximately 16 feet on a side
and dates about 1850. In the mid-twentieth century the building’s
south door was widened and the structure converted for stabling a

horse. The original framing remains intact, but the existing
interior and exterior finishes are contemporary with its
conversion.

3. SITE: Located here are ruins of a log building that is
traditionally said to have seventeenth century origins; however,
this is not supported by the physical evidence. Construction
details suggest a much later building date, with extensive
twentieth-century repairs and modifications. This building is not
nearly as sophisticated as most surviving log structures in this
area, especially in regard to its oversailing lapped corners. The
building may originally have been used as a small barn or storage
facility. The relative scarcity of extant historic log buildings
in Charles County heightens this structure’s interest, warranting
further investigation to determine its age and original
architecture and use.

The 1917 "Rambler'" photograph of this building’s west
elevation shows it to have been a rectangular log structure with a
single window opening near the top of the wall and to have had a
wood-shingled gable roof. Lean-to additions stood at each end, one
of frame and the other of log. The published copy of this
photograph carries the caption "old log barn'. Now in ruin, the
building appears to have been in good repair in 1917.

See Continuation Sheet No. 5
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4. SITE: This site consists of one standing chimney, a
considerable amount of brick rubble, the masonry underpinnings of
at least one ancillary building, an abandoned dug well, and
evidence of other possible structures.

The existing brick chimney, which houses a single fireplace,
was an external gable-end feature of a former one-story wooden
dwelling. The building may have had a second exterior chimney and
appears to have had a full-width front porch. Possibly there were
later additions to one end and/or off the rear elevation. The
house stood about three feet above grade on wood posts. The
uniforms size and color of the chimney brick, the presence of
stepped weathering and a slightly off-set stack suggest a mid-
nineteenth century date of construction.

5. TOBACCO BARN: This rectangular frame barn has vertical
board siding and a metal clad roof and was in existence in 1914. It
probably dates from after 1900.

6. SITE: CHAPMAN’S POINT. Nineteenth and early
twentieth-century maps identify this as Chapman’s Point, site of
the fishery operated by the Chapman family throughout most of the
nineteenth century. Buildings, including a "boathouse" and a
"storehouse" once existed but no discernible evidence of their
locations remains. The fishery operation involved the whole of the
property’s shoreline but the support facilities appear from
historical records to have been concentrated in this location. (See
Section 8: Resource History: Chapman’s Point Fishery.)

7. HISTORIC ROADBED: This roadway is shown on the Hosmer map
of 1862 and almost all other maps prepared subsequent to that date.
It is conceivable that the road was established about the time the
existing Mt. Aventine house was erected to provide a direct link
between the house and the landing as well as the fishery and
fishing shore. The road was undoubtedly used for public access to
the landing as well.

8. CHAPMAN’S LANDING: Historic and modern maps designate
this as Chapman’s Landing, site of the Chapmans’ ferry landing and
steamboat wharf. A building is shown as standing in this
location in 1862; the ruins of a frame structure in the same

See Continuation Sheet No. 6
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location today are thought to be later, and may be those

of the '"ducking house on shore" mentioned in a 1955 sales
advertisement of the property. The same building, in a good
state of repair, is also shown on a 1955 aerial view of Mt.
Aventine.

9. HISTORIC ROADBED: This roadbed, now only traceable under
the most favorable conditions, appears on historic maps of the
area. Originally, it was probably the most direct route between
the ferry landing, the original Chapman home, Pomonkey, and the
public road leading to Port Tobacco.

10. CEMETERY: This is a small, unenclosed clearing at the
edge of the lower field. There are four vertical monuments marking
the graves of John Chapman (d. 1841), Matilda Chapman (1799-1874),
Pearson Chapman (d. 1877), and Susan P. M. Chapman {(d. 1879).
There is one grave between two of these monuments clearly marked by
fieldstones, and there is evidence of at 1least five other
interments that are similarly marked. The 1827 will of George
Chapman referred to this as the burying ground where my "parents,
brothers and sisters' were interred.

11. SITE: This area is the most likely location of the
c.1760 Chapman home which the existing nineteenth-century house
replaced. 1In 1827 the cemetery was described as '"lying near the
foot of the garden," implying that the house stood within several
hundred feet of that location. Most gardens of the period were
closely situated to and often encompassed the house and averaged
about 250 feet on a side according to early accounts contained in
county estate valuations.

A 1761 inventory taken not long after the house was built
shows it to have been a one and one-half or two-story brick
structure, five bays in width on the front and three on the rear.
Chimneys stood at each end of the building, servicing at least six
fireplaces. The room arrangement included four lower rooms off a
central passage, and four rooms above. Ancillary structures
included a kitchen, store and a "studdy" or office. At least one
of the buildings, possibly the house, had a cellar. In 1783 the
house was described as "a large old brick dwelling" with six
"indifferent" outbuildings. Occupied in 1827, the house was

See Continuation Sheet No. 7
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probably abandoned by the Chapmans following construction of the
existing house, although an 1844 document suggests that it
continued to be occupied. A local member of the Chapman family
familiar with the property has stated that the ruins of the house
were still in existence in the late 1930s.

12. SITE: This site, noted on USGS maps of the past 50
years and also evident on aerial photographs, appears to have been
that of a small complex of buildings that included a modest
dwelling and several outbuildings. It is likely that it was the
dwelling of Robert Chapman who inherited a portion of the Mt.
Aventine property on his father’s death in 1877. Robert was living
on this land at the time of his death in 1916, at which time the
house was described as being in poor repair. If subsequently
rehabilitated, it was probably one of the three tenant houses
appearing in the 1955 sale advertisement of the property.

13. TOBACCO BARN: This large, early twentieth century,
rectangular frame structure is typical of tobacco curing barns
built in this locality after about the 1840s and contributes to a
sense of historical continuity in the agricultural use of the
property.

NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES:

A. Small frame shed for stabling horses. Mid-twentieth
century.

B. A large, rectangular, frame shed for stabling horses.
Mid-twentieth century.

C. A one-story, gable-roofed frame bungalow dating from the
early twentieth century. This was probably the farm manager’s
house mentioned in the 1955 sale advertisement.

D. Riding arena. Built in two stages between 1955 and
1980, this large rectangular structure employs both metal and frame
materials in its construction. The terrain and natural vegetation

. screen this structure from the main house.

See Continuation Sheet No. 8
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E. A frame and concrete block shed for stabling horses built
against the side of a hill. This structure was designed and built
by Ernst Sczchaney, a Hungarian horse trainer who managed the Mt.
Aventine farm during its ownership by Margit Bessenyey.

F. This pyramid-roofed frame structure whose design mimics
that of the adjacent smokehouse (#2) was probably built c. 1960
when the older building was converted for use as a horse stall, for
which purpose this building was also designed and used.

G. This 1is a wellhouse constructed of both modern and
salvaged brick. It is thought to date after 1955 and possibly
shelters an older well.

H. A small frame shed for stabling horses. After 1955.

I. A large frame shed for stabling horses. After 1955.

LANDSCAPE:

A field reconnaissance survey of existing landscape features
and vegetation at Mt. Aventine demonstrates that a series of
changes have been effected on the property during the twentieth
century. Historic map and archival data also indicate a sequence
of significant landscape changes. Through the nineteenth century,
and into the twentieth century, Mt. Aventine was a typical working
plantation. At that time, the property was comprised of extensive
fields, probably separated by narrow hedgerows. The only area that
retains some significant semblance of the visual character of the
historic landscape is the vista of cleared pasture and river front
visible from the main house. During the nineteenth century, one
road provided land access to the property: the original Chapman’s
Landing Road. That road proceeded south from the towns of
Pomonkey, Benvile, and Marshall Hall. The route reached Mt.
Aventine by way of an east-west running segment of road, which is
now only visible in the woods as a trace. The road continued to
the river along the existing service road to the lower fields and
the floodplain. During the nineteenth century, there was no direct
road access to the house.

See Continuation Sheet No. 9
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Between 1891 and 1913, Chapman’s Landing Road was extended
south an additional 1.5 miles to the town of Glymont. This
extension illustrates a regional shift to ground transportation
from water transportation. A small segment of the Glymont road
survives as a private road between the contemporary Chapman’s
Landing Road and Mt. Aventine. During the period, the extensive
fields encompassed by the property remained in active cultivation.

This pattern continued through the 1920s. The first evidence
of the formal landscaping of the site dates from this decade.
Several tulip poplars were allowed to grow bordering the road
entering the property from the north. Also, tulip poplars were
planted around the house as ornamental shade trees. Diagonal tree
lines composed of tulip poplars were established to frame the river
vista. It is possible that these poplar rows were an "in kind"
replacement; however, no evidence was found to support this
possibility.

The biggest changes to the landscape were introduced during
the 1930s. Fields were abandoned, marking the end of large scale
agricultural production at Mt. Aventine. During this period, the
property evolved from a working farm into a "country estate'" owned
by wealthy part-time residents. Although some level of cultivation
continued into the 1950s, the percentage of cultivated 1land
decreased dramatically. In keeping with then popular landscape
design, a straight driveway with a circular turn around was added
as an approach to the main house. The driveway was landscaped with
rows of red cedar. Two female holly trees were planted in the
north yard, carefully sited to maintain the river view.

Sometime between 1925 and 1954, the alignment of Chapman’s
Landing Road was altered. A bypass was added so that the Mt.
Aventine property was avoided altogether. As a result, the north
property approach was abandoned, and the south approach became a
private entrance road. Chapman’s Landing Road historically
connected Mt. Aventine with nearby towns. Since the change,
Chapman’s Landing Road has become a main corridor connecting the
towns of Pomonkey and Glymont; it no longer passes through the
plantation for which it was named.

Although 1limited areas were kept clear of woods, crop

See Continuation Sheet No. 10
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cultivation was replaced by horse farming during the 1950s. The
emphasis of this activity changed over the years from an operating
farm, engaged in breeding and raising of horses, to boarding horses
for absentee owners.

Since the abandonment of the majority of the fields that was
initiated during the 1930s, most of the property has developed into
a mature forest. The transition from extensive areas of open field
to forest has altered dramatically the historic landscape and
character of Mt. Aventine. The property, although a seemingly
pristine woodland setting, actually comprised extensive open fields
as recently as 50 years ago.

See Continuation Sheet No. 11
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HISTORIC CONTEXT:

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA

Geographic Organization: Western Shore

Chronological/Developmental Period(s):

Rural Agrarian Intensification, A.D. 1650-1815

Agricultural/Industrial Transition, A.D. 1815-1870

Industrial/Urban Dominance, A.D. 1870-1930

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s):

Architecture/Landscape Architecture/Community Planning

Agriculture
Transportation
Resource Type:

Category: District

Historic Environment: Rural

Historic Function(s) and Use(s):
DOMESTIC/single dwelling
DOMESTIC/secondary structure
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/storage
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/animal facility

Known Design Source: None
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:

In 1658, the year Charles County was formally chartered and
Luke Gardiner received a warrant to resurvey a tract of land then
called Grymes Ditch and later Mt. Aventine, northwestern Charles
County had yet to witness a measurable influx of colonists
migrating outward from St. Mary’s City. This was due in large
measure to continuing occupation of these lands by native Indians.
Regardless of the fact that large land grants had been made in this
area during the mid and late seventeenth century, Indians
apparently outnumbered white settlers in this locality well into
the opening decade of the eighteenth century.

The Chapman family, owners of the Mt. Aventine tract from 1751
until the early twentieth century, maintained extensive
landholdings and investments throughout Northern Virginia,
including scattered plantations and mills on the Occogquan, town
lots and houses in the port city of Alexandria, investment shares
in the Ohio Company, ironworks in both Maryland and Virginia and
other profitable enterprises. Their use of the Charles County
estate was similarly diverse. Mt. Aventine, as it was known by the
1860s, was not only a valued family-occupied plantation cultivated
by a large labor force of slaves, but was also the location of a
ferry operation established in the latter part of the eighteenth
century and a commercial fishery in the nineteenth century. The
Chapmans’ ferry, which operated from at least the early 1780s
through the mid-nineteenth century, was one of several important
crossings of the Potomac River connecting Northern Virginia to
Maryland. By the 1840s the ferry had been expanded to include a
wharf servicing steamboats traveling between Washington,
Alexandria, Annapolis and Baltimore. The Chapmans’ Point Fishery
was one of several similar enterprises that existed along the
county’s northwest and west shoreline beginning as early as the
1740s. The Chapmans’ fishery was one of the largest and most
economically wviable of these fisheries, competing with the
Greenweigh Fishery just north of Pomonkey Creek and the Pyes’
Fishery at Glymont immediately to the south.

The opening decades of the nineteenth century represented a

period of significant change for Charles County. Before the
American Revolution this area occupied farms and leaseholds that
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rarely exceeded one or two hundred acres. The economy was

historically based on the production and export of tobacco, a
labor-intensive crop constantly subject to an often wildly
fluctuating market. By the 1780s and 1790s more and more local
farmers were augmenting their tobacco with grain crops, for profit
as well as personal use. In the 1810s an expanding European grain
market and improved trade relations fostered increased production
of cereal grains for export, resulting in a new era of economic
stability and prosperity.

Coincidentally, there occurred a major resurgence of building
activity as new homes were built and others extensively remodeled
and enlarged. Rebuilding extended to changes in the agricultural
landscape as well, as granaries, corncribs and 1livestock barns
began outnumbering the tobacco houses. Most noticeably, cribs and
granaries became larger and more sophisticated in design over their
eighteenth century predecessors whose usefulness had heretofore
extended not much beyond the family farmstead.

By the second and third decades of the nineteenth century
improved means of communication and commercial and public
transportation effected further measurable change. Particularly
relevant in this instance was communication - often in letters
published in regional newspapers - between local planters and those
living in more prosperous farming areas, and the array of readily
available and inexpensive farm journals espousing new developments
in agricultural theory, technology and marketing. The founding of
the Maryland Agricultural Society and organized county fairs that
were primarily agriculturally oriented began to influence local
farmers, in the way they cultivated the soil; built their houses
and organized their domestic environments; and designed and
arranged their domestic dependencies and agricultural buildings.
In 1800, the beginnings of these changes were barely noticeable; by
the 1840s, however, agricultural reform had manifested itself in
one form or another at every level of local society, wealthy or
poor, free or slave. The Civil War brought about an abrupt end to
whatever forward-thinking, forward-moving steps the county had
made. Economic chaos and social malaise, coupled with a sharp
decline in the white population, forced Charles County to retreat
to its former economic and cultural isolationism, which was to
endure for the next half-century.

See Continuation Sheet No. 16
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During the early months of 1865, thousands of federal troops
remained stationed throughout Charles County, to maintain the same
military control they had exercised since October 1861 over a local
populace largely sympathetic to the southern cause. Military
headquarters were located at Port Tobacco, the then county seat and
principal center of commerce. Union soldiers, often aggressively,
guarded the public wharves. It was a bleak period in Charles
County’s history. The war brought about the end of an agricultural
system and a social structure largely supported by slave labor,
resulting not only in a severely depressed economy, but an
apathetic, defeatist attitude among a vast majority of citizens
that continued to hamper the county’s progress well into this
century.

Despite its proximity to the growing urban/industrial centers
of Alexandria, Virginia; Washington; and Baltimore, and its
accessibility by water and, by the 1880s, rail transportation,
Charles County remained relatively isoclated, and insulated. Many
of those able to do so left the area in the post-Civil War years in
search of better opportunities. A large proportion of its once
productive, slave-cultivated farmland was abandoned, although
agricultural products, augmented by commercial fisheries, remained
a chief staple of the local economy. And, it was not until the
turn of this century that any measurable building activity was
resumed, though this was largely confined to the developing
railroad town of LaPlata, which in 1895 replaced Port Tobacco as
county seat, and to a lesser degree, the villages of Bel Alton,
Waldorf and Indian Head. In the 1930s and early 1940s, when U.S.
Route 301 and the Potomac River Bridge made the area more
accessible, Charles County began to finally emerge from its years
of economic stagnation and social provincialism. Radical changes
in the county’s population, growth patterns and economic base
started taking place in the 1950s, and today its former rural
agrarian landscape is being rapidly overtaken by intense
residential, commercial and industrial development.

RESOURCE HISTORY:
Due to the historical complexity of this property the Resource

History is presented in three parts. First is the Property
History, which details the use and development of the property to
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the present day, with particular emphasis on the period during
which it was owned and occupied by the Chapman family
(1751-1897,1915) . This 1is followed by separate historical
discussions of Chapman’s Landing and the Chapman’s Point Fishery.

PROPERTY HISTORY:

Mt. Aventine’s recorded history begins with a warrant issued
to Luke Gardiner in 1658 to resurvey a tract of land under the
name Gryme’s Ditch.l It is assumed that the 580 acres specified in
the patent Gardiner recorded in 1673 was acquired by assignment,
though no proof of this has been found. The 1673 patent of 580
acres included a small island about one-quarter mile from shore,
later known variously as '"Crane Island" or '"Craney Island". An
1805 resurvey of the original patent boundaries showed them to
actually encompass 738 acres, exclusive of the island, which other
documents state consisted of about 20 acres.2

At the time Gardiner secured his patent this land lay outside
the north-northwest boundary of Charles County, which was chartered
that same year. Much of the northwest section of the Charles
County of today was then Indian-occupied. As late as 1673 six
major Indian villages existed in the vicinity of Gryme’s Ditch
according to Augustine Herrman’s map of Maryland and Virginia.
Herrman further designated the entire area encompassing Gryme’s
Ditch as "Pamonkey Indian Land."

According to information contained in the Charles County land
and court records, native Indians continued to occupy this area
well into the opening decade(s) of the eighteenth century, often
entering into land transactions with such prominent 1local
plantation owners as the Stodderts of South Hampton and the
Marshalls of Marshall Hall.3 Involvement by native Indians in
these land conveyances as late as the 1720s attests to aboriginal
occupation of this area extending into the mid-colonial period of
Maryland’s history.

Luke Gardiner, who did not occupy the land, died in 1674,
leaving a will by which he devised several tracts of land including
"Grimditch" to his son Luke.4 Sometime before 1701 the younger
Gardiner agreed to a sale of Gryme’s Ditch to Robert Mason but
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